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« 
We are sending this first issue to you with 
our compliments in order to acaueint you 
with our organization anc the work we are 
doing. ' q 
However, in order to help defray publishing 
expenses we *re esking for donetions of 
p1.0C for one year of THE LADDER. If you 
wish to reccive future issues and to help 
the csuse please send in the questionnaire 
on page 12. 
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Just one year ago the Daughters of Bilitis 
was formed. Kight women gathered together 
with a-vegue ide@ that something snould- te 
done about the problems of Lesbians, both 
‘within their. own group and with the public. 


. [he original idee wes mainiy that of pro- 
viding an outlet for social activities, but 
with discussion came broadef purposes and 
the club wes formed with a much wider ‘scope 
than that originally envisioned, as can be 
séen from the club "Purpose" on pege 4. 


The eight charter members, with a constitu- 
tion, by-lews and 4& name, started out to 
find more members. And this has been the 
biggest rroriem in tris first year. 


As our Fresident has so antiy pointec out 
in her messege, “the Lesbian is a very 
elusive creature". Membership has filuc- 
tuated from e low of six to the present 15, 
and only three of the cight charter members 
remain. But the basic need for, and 
validity of, such a ciub c@tinucs, and 
our membership is growing. 


This membership is.open to all women over 
21 who have a genuine interest in the 
problems of the ferele homophile and the 
relctcd: problems of othcr minoritics. 
Initiation fec is $5 for active and $2.50 
for associate members, with monthly dues 


of $1 for the former and 50¢ for the latter. 


Tho name "Daughtcrs of Bilitis" is taken 
from “Songs of Bilitis", a narrative love 
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peem written by Pierre Louys and published in 
1894. Bilitis would seem to have been a con- 
temporary of Sappho on the isle of Losbos, 
and the poem is purported to be a transla- 
tion from the Greek. Although it has been 
more or less conclusively cstablished that 
the poem is not authentic, it presents a 
sensitive and searching picture of Lesbian 
Tove « 


Our organization is endeavoring to develop 
a program of interest to all. This includes 
aur monthly public discussion meetines 
festuring speckers from locel business, 
professional and medical fields; monthiv 
pusiness meetings; and brunches, parties, 
picnics and beach »arties, bowlirg, horss- 
back riding and other social events. 


This newsletter we hone will be © force in 
uniting the women in working for the common 
goal of greater nersonal and sociel sccert- 
ance and understanding. With this first 
issue we enter a field already ably served by 
"One" and “Mattachine Review". We offer, 
however, that so-called “feminine viewpoint" 
which they have had so much difficulty ob- 
taining. It is to be hoped that our venture 
will encourage the women to teke an ever- 
inereasing part in the steadily-rrowing fight 
for understanding of the homophile minority. 


Suggestions and constructive criticisms are 
urgently solicited, as is your support, aid 
and assistance. Full information may be: 
obtained by writing Post Office Box 2183, 
Sem Prancisco 26, Celifornia. 











DALGaseRS OF BILITIS - PURPOSE 


- .1. Eé@ucation of the variant, with par- 
ticular emphasis on the psychological and 
sociological aspects, to enahle her to under-| 
stand herself .and make her adjustmm t to 
society-in all-its social, civic and econ- 
omic implications. by establishing and ‘main- 
taining:a library of both fiction and non- 
fiction on the sex deviant theme; by spon- 
soring public discussions on pertinent. 
subjects to be conducted by leading manbers 
of. the: legal, psychiatric, religious and 
other professions; by advocating a mode of 
behaviour. and dress acceptable to society. 

2e Education of the public through 
acceptance first of the individual, leading 
to an eventual breakdown of erroneous 
conceptions, taboos and prejudices; through 
public discussion meetings; through dissen- 
ination of educ:.ticnal literature on the 
mena le theme. 

3. Participation in research projccts 
by duly authorized and responsible psycho- 
logy, sociology and other such experts 
directed towards. further knowlcdge of the 
homosecual. : 

. hs -Investigation of the penal code- 
“as it- pertains to the homosexual, proposal 
of changes.to provide an equitable handling 
of cases involving this minority group, 
and promotion of these changes through 
due process of law in the state legisla- 
tures, 





’The Daughters of Bilitis is not now, 
and never has been, affiliated with any. 
other organization, political, social or 
otherwise. 
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CaLcNDAR OF EVENTS 


Sunday, Sept. 30 - Picnic at Samuel P. 
Taylor State Park. $1.00. Transporta- 
tion and food will be provided. Reser- 
vations must be made by Friday night, 
September 28. Phone Plaza 6-3382. 


Thursday, Oct. 11 - Business Meeting and 
election of officers. Members only. 
60 Los Olivos, Daly City, at 8 p.n. 


Saturdey, Oct. 13 - Bowling. 7 p.m. at the 
Sports Centcr, 30th & Mission. Meet at 
the coffee counter. 


Tucsdoay, Oct. 23 - Panel discussion at 465 
Geary St., Studio 51, at 8:15 pem. 
Subject will be *Whet Are You Afraid 
Oof?“, the first in © serics of dis- 
cussions on Lesbian *sars - both reci 
end imaginary. On the pancl will be Fett; 
FPamiltcn and Del Mertin. Dr. Vere 
Fiunkctt will ect es moderator. 


Saturday, Oct. 27 - Hellowe'en Party at 651 
Duncen St. at 8 pem. $1.50 per person. 
Refreshments provided. Phone your 
reservation (VAlencia 4-2790) by Friday 
night, Oct. 26. 
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Guests will be more than welcome to all 

events except the meeting on Oct. 11. The 

picnic on Sept. 30 will be an excellent 
opportunity for newcomers to get acquainted 
and to learn more ebout our group. The 

discussion mceting will be the first of a 

series to bring FEAR into the open and deal 

with it. Future speakers will include a 

lawyer, social worker, psychiatrist, and 

others. 
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Since 1950 there has bcen a nationwide 
movement to bring understanding to and about 
the homosexual minority. 


. this purpose stcm from the Hattachine Founda- 
tion which was ,founded in Los angeles et 
that tine. ifembers of these orgenizations - 
* (he Mattachine Society, One, and National 
. ‘sAssociation for Sexual Research - are pre- 
dominantly male, althovgh there cre a fer _ 
. hard working women among their ranks. 


Most of the organizations dedicated to 4 
oi 


‘The Daughters of Rilitis is a women's ) 
organization resolved to add the ieminine ) 
voice and viewooint to a mutval problem. ; 

- While vromer may not have so mich difficrlty ’ t 


‘with law enforcermt, ttoir problems are 
none the lees resi - family, somecticcs 
' *ehildren, emplorment, sociel accertance. : 


‘Forever, the Lestien is a very clvsive 
crecture. She burrovs underground in her ‘ 
fear of identification. She is cautious 
in her associations. Cvrrent modes in i 
hair style and casual cttire have enabled 
“her to cumouflag¢e her existence. She claims ~~ ) 
she does not need help. and she vill not 
risk her tight little fist of security to aid ~% 
those who do. 
But surely the ground work has been 
‘well. lnie in the pact 54+ yeers. Homo- 
} sexuality is not the dirty word it used } 
to bes Wore and more people, professional 
end lazy, are becoming avare of its meaning ' 
j and implications. There is no longer so ~ i 
ch "risk" in becoming associeted with / 
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And why not "belong"? Many: heteroscxuals 
} do. Membership is open to anyone who is inter- 
rae ested in the minority problems of the sexual 
| ' variant and does not necessarily. indicate one's 
[ own sex preference. . 

Women have taken a beating ‘through the 
centuries. It hes been only in this 20th, 
through the courageous. crusade of the Suffra- 
gettes ond the influx of women into the business 
world, that woman has become anh: independent 
entity, an individuel with the right to vote 
} : arid the right to ea job cnd economic sécurity. 

) But it took women with foresight and determina- 
tion to attcin this heritage wkich is now ourse 


j t And what will be the lot of the future 
: ‘-Ecsbien? Fcar? Scorn? This need not be e 

IF lethargy is surjlotsd by af ‘ont rel get 
constructive prozram, if covardice ©.ves way 

Ps to the solicasrity of 2. cooperative front, if 

ae the "lect Georgic do it" attitude is rcpleced 

by thc realization of individuck responsibdility 
in thucrting the <vils of ign 1orancc, supersti- 
tion, prejudice, and bigotry. .__! 


, Nothing was ever accomplishe¢'by hiding in 
a dark corner. Why not discard. ‘the hermitage 
for thc heritage that avait s an} red-blood¢ed 
americun woman who Gares to “elaia’ it? 


Del Martin, President 
Danghtez's of Bilitis 
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San Francisco 





Plenty of sympathy and good strong 
coffee are served up by Theatre arts at 
1725 Washington Ste in their presentation 
of Robert Anderson's "Tea and Sympathy". 
The plight of a4 sensitive boy ina 
New~England private school who is accuscd 
of homosexuality is expertly and sympa- 
thetically portrayed to receptive audiencese 
but more than sympathy is the rapport felt 
betwecn cast, story and audicnce --. the 7 
ultimate of a production well stagede 
Foliowing the final curtain thc 
audicnce is invited to join the company 
in an informal reception over “coffee. 
Becuuse the play has becn so well 
. received, thc production wiil cxtcnd into 
Octobcr with porformanccs Thursday, Friday 
ana Sunday nights at &:30 and twice on 
Saturday ut 8:00 and 10:30. 
- . This production should bc on your 
“mast® liste Don't miss it. 


9K OK TE a 


while the advertising and "titles" ¥ 
arc most mislcuding and crroncous, the 

‘“Wco1ll of Lonelincss" and/or "Pit of Lonce- 
liness™ movic at thc Cinema on Market Ste 

is a rathcr good adaptation of the book, 
"Olivia", publishcd in 1949 by William 

Sloine Associatcse It is a French movic 

of a young girl's attachmcnt to the head 
mistress of a finishing schoole 


Los angeles 


showing at Coronet Scptembcr 25 and 
26 at 7:45 vam. is the German classic, 
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“Maedchen in Uniform" (1931), a psycho- | 
logical study of a school girl's crush on her 
teacher. According to Coronet Adletter, 

"Phe theme of Lesbianism is handled with 
erent poignency, and the full blame for eny 
abnormality is ettributed to a system which 
deprives youth of its naturel reed of 
affection". 


2 RAK 


Readings for the Pleyer's Ring pro- 
auction of "The Childrents Hour" ere still 
under way. This is the controversisl play 
of £ fow years 2go concerned? with the re- 
presse? Lesbien roletionship of two heed- 
mistresses of 2 private school. 





RAISING CHILDREN IN A DEVTANT RETATTONSEIP 


This herstofor untouched subisct has 
been broached by members of the Duughters of 
Bilitis in several discussion scesions, one 
ef which wes led by Faith hossiter, psycho- 
therapist. It is surprising to leern how 
many women are raising children in a deviant 


_veletionship (we have also 1s earned of instan- 


ces whcre men are undertaking this responsi- 
bility: too) e 

To be of any assistance to thosc who 
are meeting this problem, we necd more data 
and more research into the various facets of 
such & relationship. If you are interested 
or if you can help us in this sh ee 
please let us hear from you. 
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LushiNa LITsRATURGS 


With the aid of a young woman from Phila- 
delphia who has some 70 odd titles in her ; j 
personal collection of fiction on tle Lesbian 

“theme, the Daughters of Bilitis are compiling 
a bibliography to be published in future issues 
of The Ladder. 


Do you have any bocks in your collection 
that serve only the puipose of gathering dust? 
We want old books - any old books. Those on 4 
the homosexual theme will be added to the 
library now maintcined in San francisco. The | 
others will be tumed over t2 book dealers for f 
credit on titless needed to round out tis library 
collectione Beceuse ot leck of tunds, the 
library is slmost entirely dcsencent on your 
€onations e ee 
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We need manuscr ipts (both fiction and none 
fiction) by and cbout women to coirect erroneous i 
conceptions - to depict Lcesbianism as it is, 
not as is suppose «ts 


- 


ae | | / 


In future issucs a regular dcpartment for 
book reviews will be published in The Ladder. 


Another odibany: wie would like more informa- 
tion on concerns women whose familics erc awere 
of their deviate tondencies. So many of us 
question the advisability of telling the family. 
Can you help or advise? 


Reader comment will be appreciated. ‘Write 


P.O. Box 2183, San Francisco, California. 
19 








DR. ALFRED KINSEY .-- IN LiEMORIAM 


| 

| The sentiments of the members of 
the Daughters of Bilitis can best be © 
expressed by the following tribute 
published as a Letter to the Editor in 
| the “San Frarcisco Examiner": 


",...1n the passing of Dr. Alfred 
Kinsey the world has lost an outstending 
scientist and a champion of human freedom 
and happiness. The cause or enlighten- 
ment has suffered a grievous loss. The 
powers of darkness and superstition and 
the enemies of science may well rejoice. 

<insey's work will go on under 
the guidance of his able associ:tes. 
Those on the side of humsn progress will 
wish therm well. 

"To paraphrase Churchill: Rarely 
have so many benefitted so much by the 
werk of one man. He truly esve his life 
to his work. 


l HAPRY BENJAMIN, M.D. 
San Francisco" 





The Daughters of Bilitis is anxious to 
hear from any professionel people desir- 
ing further information regarding our 
ectivitics; from reseerchers planning 
projects on our subject, or with projects 
underway. We wish to cooperate in any 
way possible to further knowledge of the 
Lesbian, 
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How can our organization help you? 


are you primarily interested in discussion 
meetings, publications, social service, 


- 


soci:zl functions, sve rts? 


On what topics would you like to hear leaders 
in the fields of psyehiztiy, lav, psoycuciogy, 
sociology, business anc the eltrgy cpeck? 


Have you any sugecstions as to whom ve should 
get as speakers? 





I wish to join Daugi.tcrs of Bilitis 


Enclosed is $1.00 for 1 year of TLE 
LADDER _ 


I am 21 years of age or over. 


Signed 





Address 























